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5pitu-. rhc vminji engineer bill it IN end of the 
Aultilit i tv, itat un it remit in Elie iv=jrm •huiI'Jinil' 
w if it I r dp hh diary hue air w.i-. Iiesh jEter tht' 
unrtn whkh had rant'd during rhe ni>-ht The r.iin 
had fallen m torrent', 1 he thunder hiod hummed 
diiil ..radied* And ihe llphtninj* had lit the 
innermost pam of the Autobot bane 

'It vtA^ ■‘itNtrii.it- ' wrote ^ipilte "The A lj t ol jl n v 
thought iliac thtv were hem*: at racked hv the 
fJt'cepikoni They rushed to Ai. tion ’rations. 
Opllrmis Prime .mil Liz; were rt-.ai!v in repel an 
attack when the vtorm p.iSied on. h seem* ih.n 

thunder .inti Ljjhtnirii; are unknown nn their 
planet ul C vbrrrrcnt fl uni'll hi a very stninpe 
world 










Av ht drew ntraT, ii giant, gleaming figure t-imr 
*'>ward.k him h w,k Optimum Pnme. the Autubot 
Leader I k- k?okcd down At ^pike "Thk k it Yi?ry 
‘■ir.mi :- wttrld rhk fc^rth ol y^urv" ho ‘-.lid 

ipike irinncd Tunnv he said "I war ium 
ihinltlnc runtethinr like ilx.it mv'ictf ‘ 
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Other Autobus time mu Into the open. Hound 
pointed to a steep ruck faec so mu distance away 
"Look at that mountain f It didn't look like rhut 
yesterday l"* 

"I"falF ni it ^ gone t rkd lair 

Ei muM hiivc been strut! by lip-:litiling," said 
Spake 

"You. mean; thuse bright Sights' Sind 
Sunsrrealcer 

Whatever It was it must have been power lul. 
replied Sideswipe. 












Sjiiku* father (cincd them. Ll^htnin^ Is 
ijomjemttv Mufl." he Sift! "I've Seen ft wreik 
build in^s jell trees nh oil rijjv I:veil a ■'Mt-ill IhiIi 
. i i lightning etui pack a lie I tv punch.” 

I Fpr1mUS 1 1 rIT¥lt- looked thoughthl] The 
\iE(*ilvit" were desperate to find a xtUrwe ■ r| 
nwps *" that flux rnuld rebuild iheir spat n r.itt 
n 1 1 return Ui ( vhi:rtrnn t nukl tbi- answer lie in 
rbr- rhinf: tailed lightning ' 
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“Tell me 4II you know about lightning/' cnij 
H - J pti mti-v Prime. 

Spikes fjiiher picked up a piece nr rwi^ arid 
dre^ r diagram hi (he earth .h, he ^pokc 

Lfghmlng k really eltitnutv. he said 

"We have eleurk itv on Cvbertmn. soic.1 
Optimum Prime. "Rut It doo rut I hill from (he dv 
and destroy ihiit^h. We generate it In power 
stations. It . 1: i v t r. our m-H hi nr- 



















































Wc ak. do t h nr here on tarrh ' said Spike*, 
father but then Is m> way rn control -nnM'dim;^ 
,i, ptiwprhd as llghiniii|» A '.nijile II^Ihjihir itash k 
. thoui li thousand megabits/ 



'Perhaps Larth technology cannot bndli' such 
forces, said Opt I rn us Prime "On C.ybcTtrun we 
learned to deal with power you cannot uyeit begirt 
to imagine Thi-, Is .i chance sve cannot afford to 
miss. The Awn dints imivi he prepared before the 
noi.1 hi inm. Tdt Kufler i must h|?eak to hint, 












A> LiiLj.tl h ful hr complained. I_ij.:hcninj^I he 
muttered "t .itch it! ¥gu wjit4 it pui m a j 
suppn-vc?' 1 

It you think ihu s hest then do it by jll 
me-nrs s.iuf Optimum Prime Inn i- limp a 1 . it- 
neatly before the next thunderstorm 

For the nest week Huftcr w.is hard I > to br 
writ Me rr.i ns formed into bis truck dhpnisr and 
nL*m 1 4 ! i»n 3 . mi searches for nmierinU 1 >nte he 
returned to base to borrow some took irmn 
Hatch et Lip!tiniupJ hnerpy convertors! ’ he 
i.luti plained in Han.bet, Nnrir ot this nonsense on 
f 'ylifrtron fi I was hack there now . I" 



















A ii til fit r ii mu. I lullei asked Gears to help him 
h . 1 Sill • i mi 11 heavy tnntprjnenlAlih-ucjjJr Gears 
coin planed, be i li>.l http Emi c.itb nl them 
pretended 1 11 hr m-nrr mi'.era hie chain die other 

HnlJtr worked hard un che projcci and, hmillv h 
finished He rolled in one day and spoke to 
1 fpliimi'. IVimr I suppose you II wiml to vft i|. 
hr- . uS ilJ Don f \up pej '-e I II Htl t iny th-inltS ui‘-i i 
worn : lurch .inil a ’.low jpiitii ruri* 





I Wler r^LL.rtfil Fns Leader Up n distant 
mountain Hr pointed ahead Optiniuc Prime 
could nut hi rip unusual. Where h It?" hu- 

asked 

I lullcr activated a cunt ml <mj i hi& chest plate 
and (rum the top of the mountain there rose j 
slender l.ittiei' uf f’le.tmin*: metal SJuwly, jt, r Oit 
Lip anti nood with hs top pnrtlv hidden bv 
drifting clouds 

" According to the Earth people, llphrrrin^ moM 
often '■trikes tall nhiqcrs," said H Lifter flicn- h 
vour liphtning collector its the tallest ihlnir for 
hundreds' of kilometres 















' I 1 1 hw Jo wr eMra* i rlitr p<iwer from dir 
liijhtiimw.'' asked Oprimm Prime 

Under the mountain said HuIIct is a cavern 
flu'it I have built rftc energy convenor. Wl will 
h. .< irst rim l 1 urlibj■ the lieu dum Jrrsmrm. 

"Lei'* hope that the Pcccpticon* do not find 

■ ,| , ' I i. f ( )pT|THUS Pi M T15 r 

liur as lit- spoke a winged me*semper w;is 
already on irs way bsmk m Heceplknii 
It jJ(| uai'Lcr* I: l.avCrhcak, carrying new-. of 

the Luevt Aitiohot .K.livlty back In Megatrrm, 
Lender of 1 he Dceepticcjnv 













Mejj.urcm studied La*crbcaks rtpnrt. 1 fe sceit 
lur SnundwJtVir. What clues It vuund like tn 
yuul he n^kcif 

It rnui[ be 3 radio mast n| ^mtic *.oie, uid 
Soundwave From Lt> .^nd location il nmsl 

haw i:r l-jl rjcni' 1 , both lor -Lddmi; and receiving 























Whin arc the Autobus ’.ctidlnpt 

i-kcd Siftr\tTi , 4Tti 1 s in^nl v "Perhaps l here jre 
■ rh.tr Aulobut'* we (snow nothing about, We mUM 
!■ iroy thk Lhinfj Scion: It K 11rr» Lin- Now!' 



I inakr ihr si cl i-'iiir., snapped Mcfliirmn 
Soundwave I .averlH-jik will lead you to the place 
Keep a listening watch. This creation of theirs 
iruy bt’ very useful to us 

f -.till ',i«y 4 hhit we should destroy KE' ^id 
Starv ream 1 ( I were Leader the bM Aumbor 
mimId have Ion# slnn been reduced in a handful 

"i rusting nuts .ind bolt\! 
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i.,hiiitted by I -awbeak Soundwave went -.wffils 
to the lo.nrly mountsn He Mut'd >m a rear by 
h>ll 'Where is It ? he asked Where is the [.ill 
metal radio mail. I see noth mi*: " 

Tbs- lop nl rhe imitinrain wa* hare 

Laser beak lit w up .mid ci riled in ill* *.kv ihuve 
die |>i.jk I liL r !L- was nr«ili!u^t ti» he seen. 



























5 uundwjvc wj* abuui t" Iciivc [!tc hill-tup 
v. Iut11 hit judlosemors ■. au^ht a taint signal li 
-uuink’J like, running machinery jud ii seemed m 
.niiir irom stjintwhefc under the ground 

I ..fse-r h-r . 1 ^k £.ive r, sudden screech There wo“ 
i‘i^jvemtfn on ihe nmumain peak. Something rose 
dowly from ,imi)ng ihe rocks. As Soundwave 
watched Htiflcr's tight n rug collector rose imo the 
..i.y uiiIfI \\< top was Iost m the ha^e Deep m tht 
underground chamber. Huffer made some 
.diustmcnts as he tested the machine, unaware 
thiit he wan helnu spied upon 









f m Injure Soundwave remained on the hlll-mp 
He ipnr^ei his audio ■sensors to their finest pitch 
He tried every frequency hut (here was not a 
whisper of ii nadlci signal There wt flflthiru: 
rotnlnp from rh t: mast ac all. lSf» radio! No inlra 
niil' Nm ultra- vluTci [ Whan vet svsrrim the 
Auiobots had JevistJ. it wjs quite unde ret. ra hi c, 
even uj an cstpeii like Soundwave, 



Medium n m | f ^ he fcutd of (his, withmJI delay, 
Soundwave made all speed hio L to Decepticon 
headquarters, 



























Prstr.tv ft and the Autohntv with ii! 'Jrrlckril 
Si.Lj-rk i c,sm when he heard Smjfidw.m - m-wv 

Mcnfltmn looked thoughtful T his tctjhnnlnjjv 

k heyond even our wildest drranm 1( ut l <in Irani 
n •■. . t't't wc will have a powerful weapon. 

I. -■; j l.ir.ik you will ivturn and keep watch un ihtr 
Viiiiihi.ns while I ni.Ae mv plain/' 

Mepatmn did nm notier Siarstrcnm whimper p.'i 
Rumble and >dip away from the re^t nr die group. 








NtK kttowJpp that rhC 1 were beiri^ watched thc 
Auinbois made die final preparation* ii>r iUu hr*t 
uwt uf the Hpthinm^ energy (.onvrnut E’oweHul 
t.iiblth were led In im rlie I tane- a I (hr ni,iM Jeep 
inti- (hr mi) un til in ;tm! dim niinm teJ m die 
cnulpmcnt in the ^ ham her. 

Gears muttered to hinifdl and to anyone else 
w-liu would tlsren that the whole thiup w.v. 
riJnutciLiv. "Whdr «l ihore iisn't anodnei storm?" Ire 
wind What II there % no more Ujihtiling 7 














I 3Lf r l + irilJ I It: .t lh under sfi irm 'j.KUHT mT l.kt i'r 
.III! Spike IihLE litt Wc have t(i wait 

UK- We w.iii satel tiMf 4 , Wr vc only been 
. n this Kirth of yours lor Inur million yt\ii Sp 
U i- * wait]" 

We ejin ptek up wciihcs reports from the 
radio/ y.liJ Spike I hev II tell ns when n storm is 
line.' 

C-hetr up Gears, <aid llluistreak. If there isn't 
i storm we van fly .a tbp on Huffer's mam.* 













Laserbtak w flecked fhc Autitbol- Iron h^;h irl 
the- sky He flew < 1 1 j-ve to slit- tup of (he metal 
nmst. He perched on the * way mg srril* tore while 
Ills Strtvn- rtiorjrd .ill itv dcMlI- 

As darkness Kell, [lie bird-like robot spiralled 
down the height l>I the m.iht 1 fe was, watt;King 

(be Jt-dvlty on the ..td And suddenly be 

spotted someihlnjp new 

rherf wjs .in opening in fhc loot ol the 
mountain. Aurobots win' Dinting out So were 
the two tiircFi inen who had befriended them 










I ^crhcak stayed perched on the ^mits of the 
Tti.i-.r Unseen in (he dusk, hr wgtrhed the 
Autnbttl'tr+nn■*!r»rm ar 1 IptlmUs Prime s * immand 
N-'U' i-ntl hr i.irhrr i limbed intn HuiteA i.ah 
f hen in n hl.rrr nt he.’idElfthl ■. the Wrnhntt 
'Wt.pi rrn ,i 3 11 n r; tine rOUtld I hr loot (if thf 

if mn(nin .ind hpu.lt inward' (heir hast: 







































Lj&crbc'ik arrived at the Deceptlctui 
headquarters transform) hr to hh other dtsRLjtse i-> 
nn audio L.iHH'tie Soundwave slotted the cassette 
into fiis playback wstem and the Dcceplkons 
Itsicrjed eo the ripiion ul all that Laserbeiik 
h.id observed, 

The “.ttd mast was still a mystery Hut now It 
appeared ili.it die Autubois had madr ■n>mcthir>> 
whir h was hidden imirk the mountain 






























J mu-? know what K ■-!■ Important thji |hcy 
H.ivf burk'd It, said Mcifatrun- 1 LJnnot tulcrait 
threat litls knowing SdmcthJng that J do not. 
\Vl' will tt-ai iltelr secret from them: J !t r >.,i!k’il 
i 4i Starsercam but kn^ *aid that he'd -fen him 
i ,j oil with Rumble. 

Meyud'un mared wftb rage. "The mindless 
tjndal.l 3 .an guess w hilt he’s platimn*!, 1 he tried 
We must stop hfm immediately 1 Dei’epikons 
bCRAMBLtl 



3 Hr; enure Decepiicon Itmc ruse into (he air 
mil raced at top speed v< amp St nr sc ream before 
lu’ desirnyed the AumhmU nnd their rcr 









bpske '■mod by the radio, frying to tunc into a 
Ini a3 vtjorm w carrh the weather iorecavt 

"The >ky ts cloudm*:, over," he vatd. I shouldn't 
be vurpnscd it there was another storm won," 

He turned the dial auarn and there were a lew 
bars of mu&k The mu-m; stopped and a mans 
voice ^poke 

F-k'ie ts (lie local weather outlook lor rht nm 
twenty-bjur hour-. I cnvpcmturcs wil 4ay the 
same, but u moiit. warm .lirsircam Irom ihe west 
will move mi later, with a irroiijj possibility ol 
thunderstorms over the mount a ins " 

























In a moment the Autebtns. with Spike and hi ft 
father In Hu fieri cab. were making theii way to 
die mountain and the Iiwhimiut energy convert* t 


I ho is It!" cried Spike A storm corning up!' 

'What a planet, ' muttered t ,edrv rherr's j^tiinp 

iu lie slurm hi 1 hatpsond?" 

II I luffcr'i equipment is ready ' said tJpMmus 
I'- mi. let v u l>? waste time, f\utobo« r . 

r'RA'MSFCJRM " 






























Storm do yd* were jImm iv ai.ib n . 1 .1 the 
A mu but s r cached ilic mountain A It-w - O' *1 ^ uf 
rain lull 

At least we'Tl hr under cover In the chamber 
under the mountain, said Fizz 

[ wouldn't advise that," salJ HuHer We know 
nothing about this li^htninv thtnfc. I intend to 
■. ikkIuci thr 1 - test from .o 'at a wav .1. possible 

‘ [’here n an overhanging « I i H over there sind 
Optimum I'rimc. We lt be our oi the storm bur 
still able to see [he irunnvMrn 
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Talcin*! up ihdr pohfthjns, the AutflboE* 
m; icL'htd ji-? Hufkr activated ihe control on Kb 
, hcM pimtd SifjU'lyi the slender tnjet oi the 

Hirhinliitf collector m>e from the top «i the 
mo until n 

Hie t. Li iljlI-. hn:,ui tt> vwk] .irtmn J the lit [Ice je 
rhi tlrM nimbler ot the storm sounded it- iIn 

Jhr.mL r 

fn tile j,;Jtheriri,L! uloorn, nu one not keel 
Si.ir errMirn Slid Humble ,v. r they dipped into the 
cniram.c iif the undcrpi[iund chamber 









Ss.iT'-- ream < [ uppett lit the LL-ntre nt ihf 
chamber and looted about him Thr walls and 
rocil were bare rot k. Flic llnor was pa vied with 
smooth phtstk sheettnH. And m ihe centre of the 
door row: a mighty piece .4 machrnery 

Starst ream walked all around it. Thun each 
corner wl a hcadhluh stone hnsr there rosi- ,i 
smooth silver i olumii Each column supported ,i 
silver spine re Between ihi- columns was a 
complicated mass ol Snsul.itore and cables 
Nothing moved, It w,h silent 
















Rumble prev, impatient* 1 we were 

^ 11 1to smash ihh he said "Two low frcqucney 
juflt and it il br just another heap t»-i junk I' 

li i mit i/tuW anything, ' ■'aid Starscrcam It 
duesii’t wruf. And that rinpdown museum pine 
wr have hu a leader thought fbai h was ,t vetret 
radio system! 

St 3 rsciram roared with laughter. Bui even .o lm 
laUphter echoed around the roikv « hamhrr J1 
vs"ice rang out! 


















Mtfftaimn tftncide atrus^ tilt e hiunbti ln j , iuv:<m- 
cnniKm aimed vteadily ai Stai-vt rcnm TralCur 
he ruirmJ SjhntcuirJ Agafmt mv urdcrv ynsi 
would rtcMrov rhls nmhiricd And I am □ run 
dov,n mweam pk-tt. am I 



! KJLl^ht u 111 1 V t(j M'.’rvi.' V 3 LJ And thu IVe epticon 
caitve Mid Suitm rcnm, ^mvdlinjj he hi re 
Meyatron 'The A U robots want to destroy ys 
Thk rk'ndidi devke will barm us.' 










But it does nothing I You satd \o yourseJI," 

■ rn ii Megarrnn Tht> have ^tended chnr aerial 
Wr -jw that a* we arrived No doubt a) this very 
moment rhey art' pryp-irFnjyt to ■vihI fir receive a 
■,^nal If they have frEcnds ■ »r it there are other 
Aurobors on ttti* planet, ! want to know Then wr 
'half crush them ,ilf! ' 

From rbi- shelter nl the cliff, the 4utnbot% 

peered up at the mast Ji the ‘■reirm pflNMrd 
overhead. 






















U^hming Hashed JTtiun^ the storm t kmds It 
glared blue and white among the dark ■ frauds 
'Hie lifjhi made bright rrlly thins on the metal 
tatike til Huffcrk mast 

Very prctly t'm suit- said Jazz "When k u 
gnrng hi Jti something useful like making that 
uuntmptltin work Fntldc the mountain? 

t r»ntrapfHin' t i tied Huittr *lf your head had 
more in it than loose nuts and bolts y. m would li( 
say things like ili.ii Mv lightning energy 
tf invert or b nor a contraption, lust br patient!'" 









VWiit' Ehl' patient I 'll sit ■-minii phiij-il" tike mi 
■ .1 ri h man irverv day said f itrar ' Si 1 didn't 
WOW I Whar was that?' 


Willi an LSnr Splitting; I rash A japgcd lork ol 
lightning credited uut or the clouds and hit the 
dp id i In- mast ft was followed hv another 1 And 
armrher 1 

In a swift ripple nl blue fire the lightning ran 
drawn the m.M and into the rnrmnium 






fonde thr mountain Rum hi ■ -.h. , i ^ ■ rvinp to hide 
him sell liw.-iv i i(»ni hitv when ,i grew 

tni-pr ol power knocked fhe Decepiltruo Hying in 
riil direction* 

Then- was .,i roaring in [lie qlr. Metal bodies 
Jjtnytd and cInin: red js they id!. And from the 
■i'.u.hi<1 f in the isntre ni the chamber there w.as j 
splutter a ml trJLkIc j*> the energy convenor look 
the lightning charge 

The chamber now In by the bint- nud white 
light irom the machine. The elect rid iv arced and 
crackled and the silver ip here* stowed with 

power. 

Slowly die bcxepfh on* struggled m their ieet 

' It dnes 1 3* (i hi tiff" It doesn't work.’ roared 
Mega iron Siarscrcnm cringed silently in the 
shadows What ,n-e they raying? WIi-ie message 
arc they transmitting n Megntron shouted tn 
S.nimhv.ive above the noise 

Soundwave adjusted ho -controls. I can’t tell 
he said ‘Something hii* happened to my amlin- 
radrn sensor ft v malfunctioning I tfCt nnrhlnp bnr 
static 

As hr- spoke there wits a loud Ins* und a track 
A toriK blue arc oi electricity ’■hot from the 
machine and ’■truck the rocky mot ol the 
chamber. 






























ITac elect rh its nr jrmw the n iris, then down 
the walk They y lowed and ftiekcrrd with the 
blue 1 Fnhi Sky warp pm cut -1 hand n» much one 
w.tlt Next nnintent hr had been hurled iri .1 
■Tower of sparks acm^ ihr ■ hamber 

Skywarp lav on the flour. !4ill pivinu uN ifSflfks 
FHe Iried to rise, but Instead he bcv,m to 
transform ffie rranslorniiition stopped halfway 
Then vs*ilh another shower of sp.irks lit returned 
to hi> plorirj dKniiiw" 'Minor mid In mil Ion to 
report' ha: said 












but die olhn 1 wtrcn I listening llictr dyes 
w(Tt irr Slum FL'iim. If ihk mail hide can be 
■-i.-tried then li can a kit be stepped , r ht shouted 

He aimed tIi e null ray projector at om i i the 
■■ilvi’T "phere* ,md Fired. A^ (he ray hft ihe spher-r 
rFn, deu inniy ran back down >r If I Starstream He 
w,t. -eni ►.pi-Liwliiii- acri>ss ihe Floor The null r.in 
pnnt'LfEjr wli m, united and budded. If 
useless. 

'Its -to Alltflboi trap: ' cried Mega mm 

'KFTRf ATf 

in 


















Miij^trmn led ihr w.iy up tin iliambfr entrance 
I hf j|r tmw seemed alive with flt'Lirl.ji t-rn i^y 

It arm-d and parked Irnm the walls and unto she 

mel-iI bodies ol the I k'ecptkoiM 1 urttrof 

.ind sensors m-dtunc ilimn.l Wiring Iw^lih m hum 

-nil I uses Mt-w 


A e.iwclte '•hu>t hum Soundwave- i best p.u t. 

■ iruJ t ran s formed mtu Kn-vrtge 3 he me hankal 
hmmd, with ill hk iu.dimktuirilni! thrive ,1 

■-ll.tr! I hen it hurled UM'll In .. -,i\ .jjrr ituuk un 

Mcg-itron its "W'n Leader 

Megatron Ini ijnf with his: metal KKi and Ravage 
was thrown m the flour nt :i shower >u i.parkv 
Soundwave grabbed die creature -md dragged it 
ru wards rhe entrance 










fhit the cU J ccrii_3Ev had Lh.uii iu<J quick Um lIk 
-Ujiii!i|niif I Jet eptk . ■!! - A- ihcv reached dn; 
rntkv anil which led nj llie open ait the 
dkktiInpj hjjhi slmt diLio^s the opening, luninii;' .l 
• urtnin "i electrical energy 

A*, (he rerrestinu Ott cptiti mS battled Lhri nupjk, 
k rejkirij/ Jitd '.pluttcrTUgi they were sputteJ by die 
Atmibnts Through the rain whi-. h was now 
pouting ihtWR ihi Aunduit*. limked n amazeim'in 
ill their SMinihed and battered enemies. 

"Where did ifwy i time iroin 1 idle! Optirmn 
ft I me 



























Hcj-und wai* hed the ! tes-eptknns ^ they made 

thcfr wav mtn the ippen Fhe r.nn hh,-<cd un hot 

metal After they hfid .1 train of ■smoke hunpt 
in the ,ilt 



I rfiiuifjhi that I bad pn, Ke-iE up ilnir si^nnl ■- 
vvfiti' they tsr^L arrived sjltl Hound, but 1 wjMi't 
turr. h ^rem 6 fhut ibev thought tHir energy 

OillfiL, EOF WJ- i radio I mWiTTIIt ter. fries - W J T| 

trying to discover Jts setrcl*" 

’Well, they certjfnly yot the m engird 1 «*id 
Ltzz. 


n 














I 1 111 1t'T (jrc^td thr i orn m i k o ri his i he. 1 plate 
Hir rmist disappeared into ihr m[ium,iin 1 htn hr 
went Inside to fcnspcci the cncr^v uinvcrf! r 

ll>i n hit bent «n pldt.es hi' wiki when he 
re.*ji fined the others. 'Ami [ haven't M<>t it quite- 
rik-lit- li needs some mure work un it, 

As they prepared m leave (Iptrrnus Prime 
Hn'ked acrcrs* at the mountain. "Hie storm hud 
passed -mtl the mmm shone in t.kjr skv 

Unvrwv rnjin :he skv will help us m return u 
out own world lit ^ptj. ft will a hi* he our ^ili 
fu th< people oi liarth after we have jjtuiie 

















